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Accompaniment Play List and Sermon available on YouTube at 
http://tiny.cc/OUMC08-02-2026                                                                                                                                            

 

WELCOME & ANNOUNCEMENTS  
 

CALL TO WORSHIP                                            Ezekiel 34:11-16 WEB
 

11 “‘For the Lord Yahweh says: “Behold, I 
myself, even I, will search for my sheep, and 
will seek them out. 12 As a shepherd seeks out 
his flock in the day that he is among his sheep 
that are scattered abroad, so I will seek out my 
sheep. I will deliver them out of all places 
where they have been scattered in the cloudy 
and dark day. 13 I will bring them out from the 
peoples, and gather them from the countries, 
and will bring them into their own land. I will 
feed them on the mountains of Israel, by the 
watercourses, and in all the inhabited places of 
the country. 14 I will feed them with good 

pasture, and their fold will be on the 
mountains of the height of Israel. There they 
will lie down in a good fold. They will feed on 
rich pasture on the mountains of Israel. 15 I 
myself will be the shepherd of my sheep, and I 
will cause them to lie down,” says the Lord 
Yahweh. 16 “I will seek that which was lost, 
and will bring back that which was driven 
away, and will bind up that which was broken, 
and will strengthen that which was sick; but I 
will destroy the fat and the strong. I will feed 
them in justice.”’

 

INTROIT UMH #374        “Standing on the Promises”1 (refrain)           https://youtu.be/LyjctuG1ttg 
 

Standing, standing, 
standing on the promises of God my Savior; 

standing, standing, 
I'm standing on the promises of God.

 

OPENING PRAYER  
 

Heavenly Father, 
We come before You today grateful that You are 
the Shepherd who searches and the Father who 
runs toward the lost. Thank You that we are 
never beyond Your reach and never beyond 
Your mercy. As we worship and hear Your 
Word, quiet our hearts, remove every 
distraction, and remind us that Your love 

pursues us even in our weakness and 
wandering. 
Speak to us today through Your truth, draw us 
closer to Your heart, and help us to respond in 
faith and repentance. May we not only hear 
about Your love, but experience it anew... 
through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

 

AFFIRMATION    “The Apostles’ Creed”                                        UMH # 881 
 

I believe in God the Father Almighty,  
maker of heaven and earth; And in Jesus Christ 
his only Son our Lord:  
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of 
the Virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
was crucified, dead, and buried; the third day 
he rose from the dead; he ascended into 

heaven, and sitteth at the right hand of God the 
Father Almighty; from thence he shall come to 
judge the quick and the dead.  
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic 
church, the communion of saints, the 
forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the 
body, and the life everlasting. Amen. 

 
 
 

http://tiny.cc/OUMC08-02-2026
https://youtu.be/LyjctuG1ttg
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GLORIA PATRI 
 

Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Ghost; as it was in the beginning,  
is now, and ever shall be, world without end. Amen. 
 

HYMN UMH #357   “Just As I Am, Without One Plea”2                         https://youtu.be/WMIjnA0nZkQ 
  

1. Just as I am, without one plea, 
but that thy blood was shed for me, 
and that thou bidst me come to thee, 
O Lamb of God, I come, I come. 
 

2. Just as I am, and waiting not 
to rid my soul of one dark blot, 
to thee whose blood can cleanse each spot, 
O Lamb of God, I come, I come. 
 

3. Just as I am, though tossed about 
with many a conflict, many a doubt, 
fightings and fears within, without, 
O Lamb of God, I come, I come. 
 

4. Just as I am, poor, wretched, blind; 
sight, riches, healing of the mind, 
yea, all I need in thee to find, 
O Lamb of God, I come, I come. 
 

5. Just as I am, thou wilt receive, 
wilt welcome, pardon, cleanse, relieve; 
because thy promise I believe, 
O Lamb of God, I come, I come. 
 

6. Just as I am, thy love unknown 
hath broken every barrier down; 
now, to be thine, yea thine alone, 
O Lamb of God, I come, I come. 

 

ANTHEM (Suggested)  ” Heart of God” https://youtu.be/mM4LNKjhJZg  
 Zach Williams 
 

SCRIPTURE LESSON                                  Luke 15: 1-10 WEB 
 
 

1 Now all the tax collectors and sinners were 
coming close to him to hear him. 2 The 
Pharisees and the scribes murmured, saying, 
“This man welcomes sinners, and eats with 
them.” 
3 He told them this parable: 4 “Which of you 
men, if you had one hundred sheep and lost 
one of them, wouldn’t leave the ninety-nine in 
the wilderness and go after the one that was 
lost, until he found it? 5 When he has found it, 
he carries it on his shoulders, rejoicing. 6 When 
he comes home, he calls together his friends 
and his neighbors, saying to them, ‘Rejoice 
with me, for I have found my sheep which was 

lost!’ 7 I tell you that even so there will be more 
joy in heaven over one sinner who repents, 
than over ninety-nine righteous people who 
need no repentance. 
8 “Or what woman, if she had ten drachma[a] 
coins, if she lost one drachma coin, wouldn’t 
light a lamp, sweep the house, and seek 
diligently until she found it? 9 When she has 
found it, she calls together her friends and 
neighbors, saying, ‘Rejoice with me, for I have 
found the drachma which I had lost!’ 10 Even 
so, I tell you, there is joy in the presence of the 
angels of God over one sinner repenting.” 

 

JOYS & CONCERNS and MORNING PRAYER 
 

 

Gracious and loving Father, 
We come before You today thankful that You 
are the Shepherd who searches and the Father 
who runs. You do not abandon the broken, but 
pursue them with mercy, patience, and 
unfailing love. 
Lord, many among us carry unseen burdens—
guilt, shame, grief, and weariness. Draw near 

to each heart today, reminding us that You are 
close to the brokenhearted and save those who 
are crushed in spirit. 
For those who feel like the lost sheep, remind 
them that You still search. For those who feel 
like the prodigal, remind them that You still 
run. For those who feel forgotten, remind them 
that they are held fast in Your love. 

https://youtu.be/WMIjnA0nZkQ
https://youtu.be/mM4LNKjhJZg


3 

 

Bring healing where there is brokenness, hope 
where there is despair, and peace where there 
is fear. Make us a church that reflects Your 
heart—welcoming, restoring, and extending 
grace to others as we have received it. 

As we prepare to respond to Your Word, 
soften our hearts and lead us closer to You... 
through Jesus Christ our Lord.... who taught us 
to pray... 

 

Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name.  Thy kingdom come, thy will be done on earth 
as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread.  And forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those 
who trespass against us.  And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the 
kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever.  Amen. 
 

HYMN UMH #374 “Standing on the Promises” 3 https://youtu.be/OfutUMrdkwo 
 

1. Standing on the promises of Christ my King, 
through eternal ages let his praises ring; 
glory in the highest, I will shout and sing, 
standing on the promises of God. 
 

Refrain: 
Standing, standing, 
standing on the promises of Christ my Savior; 
standing, standing, 
I'm standing on the promises of God. 
 

2. Standing on the promises that cannot fail, 
when the howling storms  
of doubt and fear assail, 
by the living Word of God I shall prevail, 
standing on the promises of God. (Refrain) 
 

3. Standing on the promises of Christ the Lord, 
bound to him eternally by love's strong cord, 
overcoming daily with the Spirit's sword, 
standing on the promises of God. (Refrain) 
 

4. Standing on the promises I cannot fall, 
listening every moment to the Spirit's call, 
resting in my Savior as my all in all, 
standing on the promises of God. (Refrain) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

SCRIPTURE LESSON                           Luke 15: 11-32 WEB 
 

11 He said, “A certain man had two sons. 12 The 
younger of them said to his father, ‘Father, give 
me my share of your property.’ So he divided 
his livelihood between them. 13 Not many days 
after, the younger son gathered all of this 
together and traveled into a far country. There 
he wasted his property with riotous living. 14 
When he had spent all of it, there arose a severe 
famine in that country, and he began to be in 
need. 15 He went and joined himself to one of 
the citizens of that country, and he sent him into 
his fields to feed pigs. 16 He wanted to fill his 
belly with the pods that the pigs ate, but no one 
gave him any. 17 But when he came to himself, 
he said, ‘How many hired servants of my 
father’s have bread enough to spare, and I’m 
dying with hunger! 18 I will get up and go to my 
father, and will tell him, “Father, I have sinned 
against heaven and in your sight. 19 I am no 

more worthy to be called your son. Make me as 
one of your hired servants.”’ 
20 “He arose and came to his father. But while 
he was still far off, his father saw him and was 
moved with compassion, and ran, fell on his 
neck, and kissed him. 21 The son said to him, 
‘Father, I have sinned against heaven and in 
your sight. I am no longer worthy to be called 
your son.’ 
22 “But the father said to his servants, ‘Bring out 
the best robe and put it on him. Put a ring on 
his hand and sandals on his feet. 23 Bring the 
fattened calf, kill it, and let’s eat and celebrate; 24 
for this, my son, was dead and is alive again. He 
was lost and is found.’ Then they began to 
celebrate. 
25 “Now his elder son was in the field. As he 
came near to the house, he heard music and 
dancing. 26 He called one of the servants to him 

https://youtu.be/OfutUMrdkwo
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and asked what was going on. 27 He said to him, 
‘Your brother has come, and your father has 
killed the fattened calf, because he has received 
him back safe and healthy.’ 28 But he was angry 
and would not go in. Therefore his father came 
out and begged him. 29 But he answered his 
father, ‘Behold, these many years I have served 
you, and I never disobeyed a commandment of 
yours, but you never gave me a goat, that I 

might celebrate with my friends. 30 But when 
this your son came, who has devoured your 
living with prostitutes, you killed the fattened 
calf for him.’ 
31 “He said to him, ‘Son, you are always with 
me, and all that is mine is yours. 32 But it was 
appropriate to celebrate and be glad, for this, 
your brother, was dead, and is alive again. He 
was lost, and is found.’”

 

MESSAGE   “The Heart of God Pursues You Rev Jim Canody 
http://tiny.cc/Sermon08-02-2026                             

 

There is a question many people carry quietly in 
their hearts: 
“If people really knew me… would they still 
want me?” 
 

We live in a world where love often feels 
conditional. Acceptance is often earned. 
Relationships are often temporary. And when 
people fail, they are often pushed aside. 
So, it is easy to begin wondering if God operates 
the same way. 
 

Maybe you’ve thought: 
• “I’ve gone too far this time.” 
• “I’ve failed too many times.” 
• “I should be better by now.” 
• “God is probably done with me.” 

 

But Scripture tells a very different story. 
Today’s message is simple but powerful: 
The heart of God does not wait for the broken 
to find their way back—He goes after them. 
 

In Ezekiel 34, God speaks against the leaders of 
Israel who failed His people. They were 
supposed to care for the flock, but instead they 
neglected, scattered, and wounded them. 
So God makes a bold declaration: 
“I myself will search for my sheep and look after 
them.” 
This is not passive religion. This is active 
pursuit. 
 

God says: 
• I will search for the lost 
• I will bring back the strays 
• I will bind up the injured 
• I will strengthen the weak 

 
Imagine a shepherd at sunset. The flock is 
returning, but one sheep is missing. 
A hired worker might say, “We’ve done 
enough for today. It’s getting dark.” 
But the true shepherd doesn’t stop. 
He goes into the hills. 
Through rocky terrain. 
Into places where danger hides. 
Why? Because the value of the sheep is not 
determined by its condition—it is determined 
by the shepherd’s love. 
 

That is the heart of God. 
God does not say, “They should have known 
better.” 
He says, “I will go find them.” 
In Luke 15, Jesus tells three stories that all point 
to the same truth: 

• A lost sheep 
• A lost coin 
• A lost son 

Each one reveals something about God’s heart. 
 

1. The Lost Sheep 
The shepherd leaves the 99 to find the 1. 
That means the one matters enough to risk the 
journey. 
2. The Lost Coin 
A woman searches her entire house until she 
finds it. 
She does not give up halfway. 
3. The Lost Son 
This is the most powerful image. 
The son wastes everything. 
He rehearses a speech of shame. 
He expects rejection. 

http://tiny.cc/Sermon08-02-2026
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But verse 20 changes everything: 
“While he was still a long way off, his father saw 
him and was filled with compassion; he ran to his 
son…” 
In that culture, dignified men did not run. 
Running meant lifting your robe and exposing 
yourself. It was undignified. 
 

But love makes the Father run. 
Imagine a father standing on a porch every day. 
Neighbors think he is wasting time. 
Friends say, “He’s gone too far. Don’t expect him 
back.” 
But the father keeps watching. 
Because love does not give up hope. 
And one day—far down the road—he sees 
movement. 
 

It is not a perfect son. 
It is not a cleaned-up son. 
It is a broken son. 
But the father runs anyway. 
That is not just a story Jesus told. 
That is a picture of God. 
 

One of the most important truths in these 
passages is this: 
God does not wait for you to become lovable. 
He loves you while you are still coming home. 
Not after you clean yourself up. 
Not after you fix your mistakes. 
Not after you prove yourself. 
The Father runs while the son is still far off. 
That means: 

• Your shame does not stop God 
• Your distance does not discourage God 
• Your failure does not cancel God 

 

Ezekiel 34 continues with a promise: 
God will not only search for the lost—He will 
restore them. 
He will: 

• bind the injured 
• strengthen the weak 
• bring healing to what others abandoned 
 

Think about something fragile that has been 
broken. 

Human nature says: 
“Replace it.” 
“Throw it away.” 
“It’s no longer useful.” 
 

But God is not like that. 
God does not discard broken people. 
He restores them. 
He does not erase your story. 
He redeems it. 
 

We cannot read Luke 15 without seeing the 
cross behind it. 
Jesus is the Shepherd who goes all the way into 
enemy territory. 
He does not just search for the lost—He pays 
the price to bring them home. 
The pursuit of God is not just emotional. 
It is sacrificial. 
Love moved Jesus from heaven to earth. 
From the throne to the cross. 
From glory to suffering. 
Because the heart of God was not willing to 
leave you lost. 
 

So, what do these passages tell us? 
Ezekiel 34 shows us a God who searches. 
Luke 15 shows us a God who runs. 
Together they reveal one truth: 
The heart of God does not wait for you to 
come back—it pursues you until you do. 
 

Imagine again the father in Luke 15. 
Now imagine the son finally reaching home. 
He tries to speak his rehearsed apology: 
“I am not worthy…” 
But before he can finish, he is embraced. 
The father is not interested in a speech. 
He is interested in restoration. 
That is God’s heart toward you. 
 

Maybe you feel far from God today. 
Maybe you’ve been running. 
Maybe life has pulled you away. 
Maybe shame has kept you distant. 
 

Hear this clearly: 
You are not being tolerated by God. 
You are being pursued. 
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And the same God who runs toward the lost is 
running toward you today. 
 
Let us Pray: 
Father, Thank You that You are the Shepherd 
who searches and the Father who runs. Thank 

You that You do not abandon the broken, but 
pursue them with love. 
For anyone who feels distant today, draw them 
close again. Heal what is wounded, restore 
what is broken, and remind every heart that 
they are not forgotten. 
In Jesus’ name, Amen. 

 

HYMN UMH #581   “Lord, Whose Love Through Humble Service”                  https://youtu.be/I6Be4Yfijak 
 
 

1.  Lord, whose love through humble service bore the weight of human need, 
who upon the cross, forsaken, offered mercy’s perfect deed: 
we, your servants, bring the worship not of voice alone, but heart, 
consecrating to your purpose every gift that you impart. 
 

2.  Still your children wander homeless; still the hungry cry for bread; 
still the captives long for freedom; still in grief we mourn our dead. 
As, O Lord, your deep compassion healed the sick and freed the soul, 
use the love your Spirit kindles still to save and make us whole. 
 

3.  As we worship, grant us vision, till your love’s revealing light 
in its height and depth and greatness dawns upon our quickened sight, 
making known the needs and burdens your compassion bids us bear, 
stirring us to tireless striving your abundant life to share. 
 

4. Called by worship to your service, forth in your dear name we go 
to the child, the youth, the aged, love in living deeds to show; 
hope and health, good will and comfort, counsel, aid, and peace we give, 
that your servants, Lord, in freedom may your mercy know, and live. 

 
BENEDICTION 
May you go forth knowing the Lord is your 
Shepherd who searches for the lost and your 
Father who runs toward the broken. You are 
not forgotten, not abandoned, and never 
beyond the reach of His grace. 
May the God who pursues you with steadfast 
love draw you closer to His heart, restoring 

what is broken and strengthening what is 
weak. 
And may the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, 
the love of God, and the fellowship of the Holy 
Spirit be with you now and always. 
Go in peace, knowing the heart of God is 
always toward you. Amen. 

 

RESPONSE UMH #374      “Standing on the Promises” (refrain) https://youtu.be/-JxulnoQDQQ  
Standing, standing, 
standing on the promises of God my Savior; 

standing, standing, 
I'm standing on the promises of God.

Music Copyright and Streaming Licenses CCLI #20472475  
*The World English Bible (WEB) © Public Domain, The United Methodist Hymnal (UMH), The Faith We Sing (UMH) 

 
 

1,3,5  Standing on the Promises, UMH #374, Author and Composer: R. Kelso Carter, © Public Domain 
2  Just As I Am, Without One Plea, UMH #357, Author: Charlotte Elliott, Composer: William B. Bradbury © Public Domain 
3 Lord, Whose Love Through Humble Service, UMH #581, Author: Albert F. Bayly, Composer: B.F. White, Tune: Beach Spring, Harmonizer: 
Ronald A. Nelson, ©Words: 1988 Oxford University Press, Music: Public Domain, CCLI Song#5190106 
 

 

https://youtu.be/I6Be4Yfijak
https://youtu.be/-JxulnoQDQQ
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July 27, 
2026 

 

• The United States of America, other countries around the world, and our leaders 
• War-torn areas including Ukraine, Venezuela & the Middle East 
• Americans serving in the armed forces and in dangerous foreign diplomatic posts.  
• Our missionary in Cambodia, Clara Mridula Biswas.   
• Persecuted Christians  
• The United Methodist Church and The Virginia Annual Conference led by Bishop Sue 

Haupert-Johnson, and our Coastal Virginia District, led by DS Elizabeth Givens  
 

• Bev and Al McMath 
• Hannah Dundore 
• Debbie & George Davis 
• Norman Bowling 
• David Drummond 
• Susan Beasley 
• Kathy Greene 
• Bonnie Hill 

• Ann Nicholson 
• Dot Gardner 
• Linda Beasley 
• Don Bowling 
• Bobby Wood 
• E. A. McMath 
• Nancy Fitchett 
• George McMath 

• Dianne Nickel 
• The campers and the 

staff at OOTB 
• Travel Mercies 
• Unspokens 
 

 

 

 Special prayers for the family and friends of:     

• Peggy Canody 
• Beth Perry 

• Brenda “Lynn” Dundore 
 

• Jerry Evans 

 

PLEASE SHARE YOUR JOYS AND CONCERNS WITH PASTOR JIM AT : JIMCANODY@VAUMC.ORG OR CALL 
 703-861-2023 

Website: https://www.onleyumc.org/ 
Google Review: https://g.page/r/CW9SLu50qxK6EBU/review 
Facebook Page:  https://www.facebook.com/OnleyUMC/. 

YouTube Channel:  http://bit.ly/OUMC-YouTube 
Join our email chain: onleymethodist@gmail.com 

mailto:jimcanody@vaumc.org
https://www.onleyumc.org/
https://g.page/r/CW9SLu50qxK6EBU/review
https://www.facebook.com/OnleyUMC/
http://bit.ly/OUMC-YouTube
mailto:onleymethodist@gmail.com
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ANNOUNCEMENTS 

  
Reid Beck (Aug. 5)  

Briggs Marsh (Aug. 5) 
Michael Kennedy (Aug. 18)  

Jim Canody (Aug 24)  

Annie Beck (Aug. 28)  
George McMath (Aug. 28)  
Scarlet Jefferson (Aug 30)  

Jimmy & Lynn White (Aug. 1)  
 

Tony & Jeanette Edwards (Aug. 26)  

Thank you for your dedication to the 
ministries of Onley UMC! Checks, 
made payable to OUMC should be 

mailed to:  Onley UMC, P. O. Box 216,  
Onley, VA 23418   

            
Youth Group is on hiatus for the 
summer. Have a safe & happy one! 

What a JOY-FILLED SUMMER at Camp Occohannock!     
Thank you for your continued prayers and gifts for the Camp, Campers & Staff as they enter their last 

week of summer sessions.  
 

WISH LIST: 
You can help by supporting the camp with donations to their wishlist year round (craft items, snacks, 
tools, furnishings, activities, etc)  found on Amazon at https://amzn.to/4kKI8qG  

 
BIBLE 
STUDY 

Thursdays @ 1pm 

COAT CLOSET MISSION!  
We continue to accept cash donations as well as coats, hats, scarves, 

jackets, and gloves during the year, Please either email us 
at jre11@verizon.net or call 757.710.1524 and leave a message to 

arrange pickup or drop off.  Monetary donations may be sent to Onley UMC, P O Box 
216, Onley, VA 23418; please note "coat closet" in the memo section of the check. 

https://amzn.to/4kKI8qG
mailto:jre11@verizon.net?subject=OUMC%20Coat%20Closet%20Inquiry
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