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Accompaniment Play List and Sermon available on YouTube at 
http://tiny.cc/OUMC08-16-2026                                                                                                                                              

 

WELCOME & ANNOUNCEMENTS  
 

CALL TO WORSHIP                              Galatians 3: 16, 26-29 WEB
 

16 Now the promises were spoken to Abraham 
and to his offspring. He doesn’t say, “To 
descendants”, as of many, but as of one, “To 
your offspring”, which is Christ.  
26 For you are all children of God, through faith 
in Christ Jesus. 27 For as many of you as were 

baptized into Christ have put on Christ. 28 
There is neither Jew nor Greek, there is neither 
slave nor free man, there is neither male nor 
female; for you are all one in Christ Jesus. 29 If 
you are Christ’s, then you are Abraham’s 
offspring and heirs according to promise. 

 
 
 

INTROIT UMH #369         “Blessed Assurance”1 (refrain)                 https://youtu.be/Mof-Qb-AoMg 
 

This is my story, this is my song, 
praising my Savior all the day long; 

this is my story, this is my song, 
praising my Savior all the day long.

 

OPENING PRAYER  
 

Holy and Faithful God,  You are the Keeper of 
every covenant and the Giver of every good 
promise. As we gather in Your presence today, 
open our hearts to the grace that has carried 
Your people from Abraham to Christ and now to 
us. Root us in Your faithfulness, steady us in 
Your mercy, and draw us into the family You 

have made by love, not lineage. Let this hour of 
worship remind us who we are—Your children, 
heirs of Your promise, and participants in Your 
redeeming work.  Come, Lord, and make this 
place holy with Your presence...through Jesus 
Christ our Lord and Savior. Amen.

 
 

http://tiny.cc/OUMC08-16-2026
https://youtu.be/Mof-Qb-AoMg
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AFFIRMATION    “The Nicene Creed”                                        UMH # 880 
 

This is the Good News  
Which we have received, in Which we stand,  
and by Which we are saved:   
Christ died for our sins, was buried, was raised 
on the third day, and appeared first to the 
women, then to Peter and the Twelve,  and 
then to many faithful witnesses.  
We believe Jesus is the Christ, the Anointed 

One of God, the Firstborn of all creation, the 
Firstborn from the dead, in Whom all things 
hold together, in Whom the Fullness of God 
was pleased to dwell by the Power of the 
Spirit.  
Christ is the Head of the body, the church, and 
by the blood of the cross reconciles all things to 
God. Amen. 

 

GLORIA PATRI 
 

Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the 
Holy Ghost; as it was in the beginning,  

is now, and ever shall be, world without end. 
Amen. 

 

HYMN UMH #698    “God of the Ages”2                               https://youtu.be/nDl_OLuIXDg 
  

1. God of the ages, whose almighty hand 
leads forth in beauty all the starry band 
of shining worlds in splendor through the skies, 
our grateful songs before thy throne arise. 
2. Thy love divine hath led us in the past; 
in this free land with thee our lot is cast; 
be thou our ruler, guardian, guide, and stay, 
thy Word our law, thy paths our chosen way. 

3. From war's alarms, from deadly pestilence, 
be thy strong arm our ever sure defense; 
thy true religion in our hearts increase; 
thy bounteous goodness nourish us in peace. 
4. Refresh thy people on their toilsome way; 
lead us from night to never-ending day; 
fill all our lives with love and grace divine, 
and glory, laud, and praise be ever thine.

 

ANTHEM (Suggested)  ”Great is Thy Faithfulness” https://youtu.be/Ev-aPZyHB9E  
 Austin Stone Worship Live 
 

SCRIPTURE LESSON                                  Luke 1: 67-75 WEB 
 
 

67 His father Zacharias was filled with the Holy 
Spirit, and prophesied, saying, 
68 “Blessed be the Lord, the God of Israel, 
    for he has visited and redeemed his people; 
69 and has raised up a horn of salvation for us 
in the house of his servant David 
70     (as he spoke by the mouth of his holy 
prophets who have been from of old), 
71     salvation from our enemies and from the 
hand of all who hate us; 

72 to show mercy toward our fathers, 
    to remember his holy covenant, 
73 the oath which he swore to Abraham our 
father, 
74 to grant to us that we, being delivered out of 
the hand of our enemies, 
    should serve him without fear, 75 in holiness 
and righteousness before him all the days of 
our life. 

 

JOYS & CONCERNS and MORNING PRAYER 
 

 

Holy and Covenant‑Keeping God,   
You have called us into a story far older and 
far wider than our own—a story that began 
with Abraham, was carried through 
generations, and has come to fullness in Jesus 
Christ. Today we give thanks that Your 
promises do not depend on our strength, our 

lineage, or our worthiness, but on Your 
steadfast grace. 
 

Lord, make us mindful that we stand here as 
heirs of mercy. Where our faith feels thin, 
strengthen it. Where our hope feels fragile, 
steady it. Where our love feels strained, stretch 
it. Shape us into people who bear the fruit of 

https://youtu.be/nDl_OLuIXDg
https://youtu.be/Ev-aPZyHB9E
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Your Spirit and reflect the family resemblance 
of Christ. 
 

We lift before You those who are hurting 
today—those who carry grief, illness, 
loneliness, or fear. Surround them with Your 
comfort and remind them that they are held in 
the same covenant love that has carried Your 
people through every age. For those seeking 
direction, grant wisdom. For those longing for 
healing, grant peace. For those burdened by 
worry, grant rest. 
 

Make this congregation a living witness to 
Your promise—a people who bless the world 
because we have been blessed, who welcome 
others because we have been welcomed, who 
love because You first loved us. Let Your Spirit 
bind us together as children of Abraham, 
brothers and sisters in Christ, and participants 
in Your redeeming work. 
 

Lead us now, O God, in the way of grace, the 
way of faith, the way of Christ Jesus who 
taught us to pray… 

 

Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name.  Thy kingdom come, thy will be done on earth 
as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread.  And forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those 
who trespass against us.  And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the 
kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever.  Amen. 
 

HYMN UMH #196 “Come, Thou Long‑Expected Jesus” 3 https://youtu.be/iH4Qm3ujAb0 
 

1. Come, thou long expected Jesus, 
born to set thy people free; 
from our fears and sins release us, 
let us find our rest in thee. 
Israel's strength and consolation, 
hope of all the earth thou art; 
dear desire of every nation, 
joy of every longing heart. 
 

2. Born thy people to deliver, 
born a child and yet a King, 
born to reign in us forever, 
now thy gracious kingdom bring. 
By thine own eternal spirit 
rule in all our hearts alone; 
by thine all sufficient merit, 
raise us to thy glorious throne. 

SCRIPTURE LESSON                                      Genesis 15: 7-18 WEB 
 

7 He said to Abram, “I am Yahweh who brought 
you out of Ur of the Chaldees, to give you this 
land to inherit it.” 
8 He said, “Lord Yahweh, how will I know that I 
will inherit it?” 
9 He said to him, “Bring me a heifer three years 
old, a female goat three years old, a ram three 
years old, a turtledove, and a young pigeon.” 10 
He brought him all these, and divided them in 
the middle, and laid each half opposite the 
other; but he didn’t divide the birds. 11 The 
birds of prey came down on the carcasses, and 
Abram drove them away. 
12 When the sun was going down, a deep sleep 
fell on Abram. Now terror and great darkness 
fell on him. 13 He said to Abram, “Know for 

sure that your offspring will live as foreigners 
in a land that is not theirs, and will serve them. 
They will afflict them four hundred years. 14 I 
will also judge that nation, whom they will 
serve. Afterward they will come out with great 
wealth; 15 but you will go to your fathers in 
peace. You will be buried at a good old age. 16 
In the fourth generation they will come here 
again, for the iniquity of the Amorite is not yet 
full.” 17 It came to pass that, when the sun went 
down, and it was dark, behold, a smoking 
furnace and a flaming torch passed between 
these pieces. 18 In that day Yahweh made a 
covenant with Abram, saying, “I have given 
this land to your offspring, from the river of 
Egypt to the great river, the river Euphrates- 

 

 
 
 

https://youtu.be/iH4Qm3ujAb0
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MESSAGE   “Bloodline of Grace” Rev Jim Canody 

http://tiny.cc/Sermon08-16-2026                               
 

Every family has stories about “where we 
come from.” Some stories make us proud; 
others make us shake our heads.  
 

But Scripture tells a different kind of family 
story—one not built on genetics, geography, 
or last names. It’s a story rooted in grace, 
carried through promise, and fulfilled in 
Christ. 
 

Today we’re talking about a bloodline of 
grace—a covenant God began with 
Abraham, confirmed with sacrifice, sung 
about by Zechariah, and completed in Jesus. 
And the miracle is this: WE are in that 
family. Not because of our pedigree, but 
because of God’s promise. 

Genesis 15 is one of the most dramatic 
scenes in Scripture. God tells Abram, “I 
brought you out… to give you this land.” 
Abram asks for assurance, and God 
responds in the most ancient, solemn way 
possible—a covenant ceremony. 
 

Imagine buying a house, but instead of 
signing papers, you walk between pieces 
of sacrificed animals.  
That’s how covenants worked in the ancient 
world. Both parties walked through the 
pieces, saying, “If I break this promise, let what 
happened to these animals happen to me.” 
But in Genesis 15, something astonishing 
happens. 
Abram doesn’t walk through. 

http://tiny.cc/Sermon08-16-2026
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Only God—symbolized by the smoking 
firepot and blazing torch—passes between the 
pieces. 
God is saying: “If this covenant fails, the 
failure is Mine to bear.” “I bind Myself to 
keep this promise.” 
 

This is not a contract. This is grace sealed in 
blood. 
Abram contributes nothing but trust. God 
carries the weight. 
This is the beginning of the bloodline of 
grace. 
 

Paul picks up this ancient moment and 
makes a stunning claim: 
“The promises were spoken to Abraham and to 
his offspring… meaning one, who is Christ.” 
Paul says the covenant was never ultimately 
about a nation, a tribe, or a genealogy. It 
was always pointing to one person—Jesus. 
 

Think of a tapestry with thousands of 
threads. Paul says: “Look closely. One 
thread runs from Abraham straight to 
Jesus. That’s the covenant thread.” 
 

Jesus is the Offspring who inherits the 
promise. Jesus is the Offspring who fulfills 
the promise. Jesus is the Offspring who 
shares the promise. 
The bloodline of grace runs through Him. 
 

Paul continues: 
“You are all children of God through faith 
in Christ Jesus… If you belong to Christ, 
then you are Abraham’s offspring, heirs 
according to the promise.” 
This is the gospel’s great surprise: The 
covenant family is not biological—it’s 
Christological. 
 

Faith in Jesus makes us children of 
Abraham. Faith in Jesus makes us heirs of 
the promise. Faith in Jesus grafts us into the 
bloodline of grace. 

When a child is adopted, they receive a 
new name, a new home, a new inheritance. 
They don’t earn it. They simply receive it. 
 

Paul says … THAT is what happens in 
Christ. We are adopted into Abraham’s 
family. We receive the covenant inheritance. 
We bear the family resemblance—not 
through DNA, but through the Spirit. 
This is why Paul can say: “There is neither 
Jew nor Greek… slave nor free… male nor 
female.” Not because differences disappear, 
but because: 
 GRACE OVERRIDES 
GENEALOGY. 
 

When Zechariah holds his newborn son, 
John the Baptist, he bursts into praise. And 
what does he sing about? 
Not about John. Not about Elizabeth. Not 
about himself. 
He sings about Abraham. 
“God has remembered His holy covenant, the 
oath He swore to our father Abraham.” 
Zechariah sees what God is doing: The 
covenant thread is tightening. The Offspring 
is arriving. The promise is being fulfilled. 
Jesus is coming—the One who will bless all 
nations, redeem God’s people, and open the 
family of Abraham to the whole world. 
Zechariah sings because the bloodline of 
grace is about to reach its fulfillment. 
 

The covenant in Genesis 15 was sealed with 
the blood of animals. The covenant in Christ 
is sealed with His own blood. 
On the cross, Jesus becomes the Offspring 
who bears the covenant curse and secures 
the covenant blessing. 
 

He is the One who walks the path Abram 
never walked. He is the One who bears the 
penalty Abram never bore. He is the One 
who fulfills the promise Abram never saw. 
And now, through His blood, we become: 

• Children of God 
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• Offspring of Abraham 
• Heirs of the promise 
• Members of the bloodline of grace 

 

This is not a family we earn. This is not a 
family we deserve. This is a family we 
receive—by grace, through faith, in Christ. 
 

So, what does it mean to belong to the 
bloodline of grace? 
It means: 

• We live as people of promise, not fear. 
• We live as people of faith, not 

performance. 
• We live as people of blessing, not 

division. 
• We live as people who know our 

story began long before we were 
born—and will continue long after we 
are gone. 

We are part of a covenant God Himself 
carries. We are part of a family Christ 
Himself fulfills. We are part of a promise the 
Spirit Himself seals. 
We are Abraham’s children—because we 
belong to Jesus. 
THAT IS the bloodline of grace. 
 

Let us Pray: 
Gracious God, You are the Keeper of every 
promise and the Author of this bloodline of 
grace. As children of Abraham through 
Christ, let Your Spirit shape us into people 
who trust Your word, walk in Your mercy, 
and live as heirs of Your covenant love. 
Send us out with grateful hearts, steady 
faith, and the courage to bless the world 
You’ve called us to serve. Amen. 

 

HYMN UMH #571     “Go, Make of All Disciples”                          https://youtu.be/YnHA2-TyBk8 
 
 

1. "Go make of all disciples:"  
We hear the call, O Lord,  
That comes from thee, our Father,  
in thy eternal Word.  
Inspire our ways of learning  
through earnest, fervent prayer,  
And let our daily living  
reveal thee ev'rywhere. 
 

2. "Go make of all disciples."  
baptizing in the name  
Of Father, Son, and Spirit  
from age to age the same.  
We call each new disciple  
to follow thee, O Lord,  
Redeeming soul and body  
by water and the Word. 

3. "Go make of all disciples."  
We at thy feet would stay  
Until each life's vocation  
accents thy holy way.  
We cultivate the nature  
God plants in ev'ry heart,  
Revealing in our witness  
the Master Teacher's art. 
 

4. "Go make of all disciples."  
We welcome thy command;  
"Lo, I am with you always."  
we take thy guiding hand.  
The task looms large before us   
we follow without fear.  
In heav'n and earth thy power  
shall bring God's kingdom here. 

 

BENEDICTION 
May you walk today as heirs of the promise, 
children of Abraham, and beloved members of 
the bloodline of grace—sealed by the God who 

keeps His covenant forever... through Jesus 
Christ our Lord and Savior. Amen. 

 
 
 
 

 

https://youtu.be/YnHA2-TyBk8
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RESPONSE UMH #369      “Blessed Assurance” (refrain) https://youtu.be/zzFl8vX9KzQ  

This is my story, this is my song, 
praising my Savior all the day long; 

this is my story, this is my song, 
praising my Savior all the day long.

 
                                     Music Copyright and Streaming Licenses CCLI #20472475  

*The World English Bible (WEB) © Public Domain, The United Methodist Hymnal (UMH), The Faith We Sing (UMH) 
 
 

1,5  Blessed Assurance, UMH #369, Author: Fanny J. Crosby, Composer: Phoebe P. Knapp © Public Domain. 
2  God of the Ages, UMH #698, Words by Daniel C. Roberts, Composer: George W. Warren © Public Domain 
3 Come, Thou Long‑Expected Jesus, UMH #196, Author: Charles Wesley, Composer: Rowland H. Prichard © Public Domain 
4 Go, Make of All Disciples, UMH #571, Words: Leon M. Adkins, Music: Henry T. Smart, Tune: Lancashire © Words: 1964 Abingdon Press; Music: 
Public Domain, CCLI Song# 133646 
 

August 9, 
2026 

 

• The United States of America, other countries around the world, and our leaders 
• War-torn areas including Ukraine, Venezuela & the Middle East 
• Americans serving in the armed forces and in dangerous foreign diplomatic posts.  
• Our missionary in Cambodia, Clara Mridula Biswas.   
• Persecuted Christians  
• The United Methodist Church and The Virginia Annual Conference led by Bishop Sue 

Haupert-Johnson, and our Coastal Virginia District, led by DS Elizabeth Givens  
 

• Debbie & George Davis 
• Norman Bowling 
• David Drummond 
• Jake Canody 
• Susan Beasley 
• Kathy Greene 
• Bonnie Hill 

• Ann Nicholson 
• Dot Gardner 
• Linda Beasley 
• Don Bowling 
• Bobby Wood 
• E. A. McMath 
• Nancy Fitchett 

• George McMath 
• Dianne Nickel 
• Praise for successful 

OOTB summer 
• Travel Mercies 
• Unspokens 
 

 

 

 Special prayers for the family and friends of:     

• Bev McMath 
• Leslie Michael George 

• Peggy Canody 
• Beth Perry 

 

 

PLEASE SHARE YOUR JOYS AND CONCERNS WITH PASTOR JIM AT : JIMCANODY@VAUMC.ORG OR CALL 
 703-861-2023 

Website: https://www.onleyumc.org/ 
Google Review: https://g.page/r/CW9SLu50qxK6EBU/review 
Facebook Page:  https://www.facebook.com/OnleyUMC/. 

YouTube Channel:  http://bit.ly/OUMC-YouTube 
Join our email chain: onleymethodist@gmail.com 

https://youtu.be/zzFl8vX9KzQ
mailto:jimcanody@vaumc.org
https://www.onleyumc.org/
https://g.page/r/CW9SLu50qxK6EBU/review
https://www.facebook.com/OnleyUMC/
http://bit.ly/OUMC-YouTube
mailto:onleymethodist@gmail.com
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ANNOUNCEMENTS 

  
Reid Beck (Aug. 5)  

Briggs Marsh (Aug. 5) 
Michael Kennedy (Aug. 18)  

Jim Canody (Aug 24)  

Annie Beck (Aug. 28)  
George McMath (Aug. 28)  
Scarlet Jefferson (Aug 30)  

Al McMath (Aug 31) 

Jimmy & Lynn White (Aug. 1)  
 

Tony & Jeanette Edwards (Aug. 26)  

 
Thank you for your dedication to the 

ministries of Onley UMC! Checks, 
made payable to OUMC should be 

mailed to:  Onley UMC, P. O. Box 216,  
Onley, VA 23418   

            
Youth Group is on hiatus for the 
summer. Have a safe & happy one! 

What a JOY-FILLED SUMMER at Camp Occohannock!     
Thank you for your continued prayers and gifts for the Camp, Campers & Staff as they enter their last 

week of summer sessions.  
 

WISH LIST: 
You can help by supporting the camp with donations to their wishlist year round (craft items, snacks, 
tools, furnishings, activities, etc)  found on Amazon at https://amzn.to/4kKI8qG  

 
BIBLE 
STUDY 

Thursdays @ 1pm 

COAT CLOSET MISSION!  
We continue to accept cash donations as well as coats, hats, scarves, 

jackets, and gloves during the year, Please either email us 
at jre11@verizon.net or call 757.710.1524 and leave a message to 

arrange pickup or drop off.  Monetary donations may be sent to Onley UMC, P O Box 
216, Onley, VA 23418; please note "coat closet" in the memo section of the check. 

https://amzn.to/4kKI8qG
mailto:jre11@verizon.net?subject=OUMC%20Coat%20Closet%20Inquiry
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